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Fixing Us (Part 6) 
Pastor Willie George  |  March 8-9, 2014 

“Why Can’t We Just Be Friends?” 
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Please note: These message notes have been transcribed from the speaker’s outline, so they may vary 

slightly from the final version that was preached live. The content highlighted in red denotes slides that 

were displayed on our onstage TV. Check out http://vimeo.com/cotm to watch recent full-length 

services or subscribe to our iTunes podcast to listen to recent messages. 

!

�  of �1 5seeds.  |  Fixing Us (Part 6)



Introduction 
!
1 Samuel 13:22-14:1,6 (NIV) (“uncircumcised” highlighted), 14:14-15,20,22 (NIV) 
!
• This event happened before David killed Goliath. 
• It reveals that Jonathan, son of Saul, had the spirit of faith and knowledge of Israel’s 

covenant with God. This is revealed in his words to his armor-bearer. 
!
“Come, let’s go over to the outpost of those uncircumcised fellows.” 
!
• Later, David would use the same term in his battle with Goliath. 
!
1 Samuel 17:26 (NIV) 
Who is this uncircumcised Philistine that he should defy the armies of the living God? 
!
I.  Marriage must be a friendship! 
!
A.   There is a conflict in the Paradise that God created for man to dwell in. 
!

1. Seven different times we read that after the creation of the world, “God saw that it was 
good.” 

2. But when Adam was alone in the garden, God said, “It is not good for the man to be 
alone…” Genesis 2:18 (NIV) 

!
B.   We were designed for relationships! 
!

Genesis 1:26 (NIV) 
“Let Us make man in Our own image…” 
!
1. Even in paradise, loneliness is a terrible thing. 
2. Your relationships are far more important than all your stuff. 
3. When Adam met Eve for the first time, he says, “This is bone of my bone and flesh of 

my flesh!” “Meeting you fills a void in me.” 
4. Later, in Song of Solomon 5:16, “This is my lover, this is my friend.” 

!
C.   According to the Bible, there are two features to real friendship: 
!

1. Friends love at all times, especially during adversity. 
!

• Proverbs 17:17 (NIV) 
• Proverbs 14:20 (NIV) 

!
Real friendship is constancy. 
Friends are transparent with each other. 
!

• Proverbs 27:6 (NKJV) 
• Proverbs 27:17 (NKJV) 
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D.   There is yet another quality to friendship that cannot be put into a single word. 
!

• Tim Keller writes in The Meaning of Marriage: “Friendships are discovered more than 
they are created at will. They arise between people who discover that they have 
common interests in and longings for the same things.” 

!
• C.S. Lewis wrote: “While erotic love can be depicted as two people standing side by 

side looking at one another, friendship can be depicted as two people standing side by 
side looking at the same object and being stirred and enhanced by it together.” 
!
1. The paradox is that friendship cannot be merely about itself. 
2. It must be about something else, something that both friends are committed to and 

passionate about besides one another. 
!
Ralph Waldo Emerson wrote: 

• “Do you love me?” means “Do you see the same truth?” 
• “The man who agrees with us that some question, little regarded by others, is of 

great importance can be our friend…” 
• “That is why those pathetic people who simply ‘want friends’ can never make any. 

The very condition of having friends is that we should want something else besides 
friends.” 

!
E.   Now you see why this happened: 
!

1 Samuel 18:1-4 (NIV) 
!
1. Both David and Jonathan understood the covenant God gave Israel. 
2. Both were offended at the Philistine intrusions into their homeland. 
3. Both of them went out against overwhelming odds. 
4. Both of them saw the Lord’s blessing on their military exploits. 

!
II.  Your marriage must be more important to you than any other relationship 
on earth. 
!
A.   There are always ditches alongside the highway of truth that represent extremes. 
!

1. In ancient times, women were considered the property of their husbands and 
marriages were little more than business deals to increase a family’s social status. 

2. In today’s society, the emphasis on the fulfillment of the individual causes us to elevate 
romance and great sex far above everything else. 

3. Proverbs 2:17 uses a Hebrew word, ’allup, to describe your spouse as a companion. It 
translates as “special confidant” or “best friend”. 

!
B.   Is your prospective spouse capable of becoming your best friend? 
!

1. If your marriage is based solely on sexual chemistry and physical attraction, you are 
headed for a rude awakening! 
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2. You must answer this question: What is your marriage for? 
• Is it only about financial and material goals? 
• Those will not create a deep oneness. 
• Have you married only for sexual purposes? 
• This will not last. 
• Example: Missing Deleva on hunting trips 

!
C.   Genuine Christian friendship must be at the very heart of a marriage relationship. 
!

1. It doesn’t develop overnight – it is a process! (Example: I went to Seattle several times 
but it was always cloudy. Then one day I went there when it was clear and I saw Mount 
Rainier. It blew me away. This is much like our growing relationship as friends.) 

2. When Deleva and I first married, she didn’t talk much and it was because she was so 
young. 

• She was not outwardly demonstrative like many pastors’ wives. 
• Today, she is the most deeply spiritual woman I know! 
• And my 4 kids think that she’s infallible. 

3. The search for an ideal mate is a hopeless quest! 
• I see your flaws, imperfections, weaknesses, and dependencies but beneath them 

all I see is someone who is wonderful and I want to be with you as you become all 
that He wants you to be! 

• Marriage and friendship are like Michelangelo’s magnificent statue of David. When 
asked how he carved it, he replied, “I looked inside the marble and just took away 
the bits that weren’t David.” 

4. Screen first for friendship! 
• Men tend to overvalue beauty. 
• Women tend to overvalue wealth. 
• Don’t eliminate a potential mate just because they were not as attractive as you 

wanted. 
!
III.  Your marriage must take priority over other people in your life that you 
deeply love! 
!
Genesis 2:24 (NIV) 
!
God didn’t put a parent and child in the garden of Eden but a man and his wife! 
!
A.   If your spouse does not feel that you are putting him or her first, then by definition, you 
aren’t! 
!

1. You have failed to leave your parents if you are more driven by their wishes and 
expectations than by your spouse’s. 

2. You can also fail to leave your parents if you hold deep-seated resentment against 
them. (Example: You make decisions about your family based on things you hated in 
your parents.) 

!
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B.   If you rigidly impose the patterns that you saw in your own family rather than working to 
create new ones with your spouse that fit both of you, you haven’t left home yet! 
!
C.   Overcommitment to your children is even more of a problem. 
!

1. If your children are now preschoolers and you do not yet agree on discipline, prepare 
to raise a disobedient child! 

2. If you drift from each other and begin to love your children more than you love your 
spouse, you will bring confusion into your home! 
!
Research on child abuse reveals that many people who abuse their children physically 
don’t do it because they hate them, but because they are relying on their children for love 
– and the kids can’t give it! 

!
Closing 
!
• Marriage doesn’t work unless you put your spouse and your marriage first. 
• This is true even if you are married to a person who does not yet know Christ. 
• 1 Corinthians 7:12-13 (NIV) 
• Amazing, these words of Paul. 
• He is saying that if your unsaved mate wants to keep living with you though you now serve 

the Lord, there is something in you that he/she sees that is desirable. 
• There is hope for this person’s soul! 
• If God can save a marriage between a person who knows Christ and one who doesn’t, how 

much more can He fix us – especially when we commit to doing things His way!
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