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“I’d Like to Get to Know You” 
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Please note: These message notes have been transcribed from the speaker’s outline, so they may vary 

slightly from the final version that was preached live. The content highlighted in red denotes slides that 

were displayed on our onstage TV. Check out http://vimeo.com/cotm to watch recent full-length 

services or subscribe to our iTunes podcast to listen to recent messages. 
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Introduction 
!
So many marriages fail today that we as a culture have come to believe that the marriages 
that succeed “were just meant to be”. 
!
If this is true – that successful marriages were just meant to be, we need to find out who is 
running the “just meant to be” department and kick somebody’s butt! 
!
If your marriage was “just not meant to be”… 
!

…your chances of getting sick are 35% greater than those of couples who are happily 
married. 
…your life expectancy is on average four years less than that of people happily married. 
…you have significantly fewer white blood cells that fight off abnormal cells and infection. 
…your preschool children have chronically elevated levels of stress hormones. 
…your teenagers are more likely than peers to be depressed, rejected by their peers, do 
poorly in school, and show aggression toward others. 
!
Source: The Seven Principles for Making Marriage Work by John M. Gottman, Ph.D 

!
But we live in a culture that parades love stories before us in a never-ending stream, 
convincing us to believe that happy and successful marriages are mainly about finding the 
right person… the soulmate! 
!
If we’re that lucky, then we have a marriage that “was just meant to be”. 
!
The vast majority of married couples argue and experience conflict! 
!
Those of you who never experience conflict, GO HOME! There’s nothing I can say to you. 
!
But to those of you who quarrel… or have considered the thought of divorce… or those who 
just wish that your marriage could be better… 
!
Your marriage is worth fixing! 
!
I.  Most couples struggle with achieving success in marriage because they 
enter with unrealistic expectations. 
!
(I shouldn’t have expected so much from you!) 
!
A.   We set our emotions up for failure because we have preconditioned them with erroneous 
ideas of how something is supposed to work. 
!

1. Consider the story of Naaman: 
• He was the commander of the army of Syria, but he was a leper. 
• An Israeli girl who worked in his home told his wife about the prophet Elisha who 

could cure him. 
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• When Naaman showed up at the palace of Israel’s king looking for a cure, the king 
panicked. 

• Elisha heard about the situation and said, “Send him to me.” 
• When Naaman came to Elisha’s house, he was offended at what the prophet did 

and what he told him to do. 
• 2 Kings 5:9-12 (NIV) 
• The instructions of the prophet, who spoke for God, did not match Naaman’s 

expectations. 
• Thankfully, his servants persuaded him to dip in the Jordan and when he did, he 

was healed. 
!

2. Naaman almost missed the thing that God wanted for him because he had unrealistic 
ideas about how it should be accomplished! 

!
B.   Have you yourself had unrealistic thoughts about the way marriage is supposed to work? 
!

• If we were supposed to be married, this would be easier! 
• I don’t think that happily-married couples fight like we do. 
• If I had known what he/she was like, I wouldn’t have married him/her! 
• I’ll bet Pastor George has never argued with Mrs. Deleva like that! 
• I’ll bet Mrs. Deleva has never said anything like that to Pastor George! 

!
1. I don’t believe every troubled marriage could be fixed, especially when just one spouse 

is determined to fix it. 
2. I do believe, however, that the majority of troubled marriages can be fixed, provided 

that both husband and wife commit to rethink the attitudes that pull them apart. 
!
C.   Your marriage is worth fighting for! 
!

1. “The chance of getting divorced is so high that it makes sense for all married couples – 
including those that are currently satisfied with their relationship – to put extra effort 
into their marriages to keep them strong.” -John Gottman 

2. “One of the saddest reasons a marriage dies is that neither spouse recognizes its value 
until it is too late.” -John Gottman 

!
II.  Christ equipped His followers with the power to overcome marriage’s 
greatest difficulties. 
!
John 13:34-35 (NIV) 
A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 
another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another. 
!
A.   In the last days of His ministry, Jesus introduced His followers to a kind of love that had 
been unknown to them… agape. 
!
Agape is not an impulse of the feelings. -W.E. Vine 
!
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The spark that attracted you to your spouse was not agape, but phileo, a tender and 
affectionate love engendered by the person or object of it. (Example: grandchildren) 
!
Agape is not based on natural inclinations. -W.E. Vine 
!
Agape does not spend itself only upon those for whom some affinity is discovered. -W.E. Vine 
!
Luke 23:33-34 (NIV) 
!
B.   It is agape that empowered Christ to forgive the very ones who crucified Him. 
!

1. You and I are commanded to show this kind of love in the world. (We don’t always do it, 
do we?) 

2. You need this love in your home more than you need it any other place on earth! 
!
C.   Agape enables us to love one another without the fear of being hurt. 
!

1. Normal, run-of-the-mill human love is closely held and guarded, especially after it has 
been hurt. 

2. Agape is fearless because agape never fails. 1 Corinthians 13:8 
3. Jesus loved and it wasn’t received by all, yet He won! 

!
If for no other reason, God had to raise Christ from the dead, because agape never fails! 

• I lose when I get ugly and fight. 
• I lose when I hold grudges and refuse to forgive. 
• I love when I stew over what others did to hurt me. 

!
III.  The love of God empowers us to know one another at the highest levels. 
!
A.   When you catalogue and rehearse the past failures of your spouse, you are choosing to 
know them by the person they have been and not what they might be. That is how you know 
them. 
!

1. Agape is filled with the power to change those who receive it! 
2. It is still the responsibility of the one receiving love to change, but I eagerly want them 

to and believe they can! 
!
B.   Great people are sometimes hidden by all the failures of their past. 

• Saul of Tarsus persecuted the church. 
• On the way to Damascus, Christ appeared to Saul and converted him. 
• He began to argue that Jesus was the Messiah in the synagogues of Damascus. 
• He angered many people and had to flee back to Jerusalem. 
• When he got there, the disciples avoided him. 
• Barnabas took him to the Apostles and introduced him, standing behind his conversion. 
• The love of God in us encourages others! 

!
!
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Acts 4:36 (NIV) 
Joseph, a Levite from Cypress whom the apostles called Barnabas which means Son of 
Encouragement. 
!

1. When I love my spouse, I encourage her to be the woman of God she is capable of 
being. 

2. If she reminds me of my failures and is skeptical of my ability to change, it hinders me 
from being who I am to be. 

!
C.   You will never get to know the person your husband / wife can be if you’re holding onto 
the past! 
!

1. Will you allow the love of God in you to forgive them? 
2. Will you sit down with them and take the time to ask yourselves a series of questions so 

you can know each other better than you ever have? 
!
D.   To those of you who are being forgiven, I say, will you do everything in your power to treat 
your spouse’s trust as a sacred and holy thing? 
!
…to use this occasion to begin a fresh new chapter in your relationship? 
…and when things are tough, will you stick it out? 
!
Your marriage, as imperfect as it may be, is worth saving!
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